It was a distinct honor to have our article selected as the cover story for the May issue of JADA (Gluskin AH, Lai G, Peters CI, Peters OA. The Double-Edged Sword of Calcium Hydroxide in Endodontics: Precautions and Preventive Strategies for Extrusion Injuries Into Neurovascular Anatomy. *JADA.* 2020;151\[5\]:317-326). We strongly believed we had an important message for our profession in applying calcium hydroxide medications during endodontic treatment with a safe and responsible technique. However, the cover associated with our article was discouraging and disappointing in the extreme.

Our concern is the background found on the cover. An endodontic procedure is shown in a series of radiographs being treated with no rubber dam and a near perforation caused by a misdirected access opening, thereby weakening important structural dentin. The intent of the manuscript was to highlight the improper use of a needle application of calcium hydroxide, which can produce extrusion injury that can have damaging and lifelong neurologic consequences for the patient. Your cover art violates a number of principles in endodontic treatment that sends a strong message to your readers that the American Dental Association finds it acceptable to show an endodontic procedure being done with no rubber dam. That message is the worst message possible and is in direct conflict with our published endodontic standards of practice. The message is ... if the JADA publishes it ... it must be OK.

In 2018, the American Association of Endodontists published 2 white papers on endodontic diagnosis and treatment planning,[@bib1] as well as treatment standards in endodontics.[@bib2] In 2019, the American Association of Endodontists created executive summaries of both articles to send to third-party providers, schools, state boards, and other interested communities.[@bib3] ^,^ [@bib4] Our standards of practice as the dental specialty of endodontics are clearly described in those articles. First, when accessing a pulp chamber, minimize excessive removal of tooth structure and iatrogenic damage to the tooth. Second, the use of a rubber dam during treatment is mandatory to avoid microbial contamination of the root canal system, limit aerosols, retract tissues, protect the patient from damage by chemicals, and prevent aspiration or swallowing of instruments and materials.

In this era of COVID-19 and our concern over aerosols carrying the COVID-19 virus and in light of good practice standards in endodontics, we are strongly disheartened by this glaring oversight of JADA, and the message it sends to our profession and the readership of The Journal.
